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1001 Statutory Authority of Commis-
sioner [R—43]

35 U.8.C. 3. Oficers and employees. {a) There shall
be in the Patent and Trademark Office a Commissioner
of Patents and Trademarks, a Deputy Commissioner,
two Assistant Commissioners and not more than fifteen
examiners-in-chief. The Deputy Commissioner, or in
the event of a vacancy in that office, the Agsistant Com-
missioner senior in date of appointment, «hall fill the
ofice of Commissioner during a vaecancy in that office
until a Commissioner is appointed and takes office. The
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Commisgioner of Patents and Trademarks, the Deputy
Commissioner, and the Assistant Commissioners shall
be appointed by the President, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate. The Secretary of Commerce,
upon ‘the ‘nomination of the Commissioner in accord-
ance with law, shall appoint all other oﬁicers and
employees.

(b} The Secretary of Commerce may vest in himself
the functiens of the Patent and Trademark Office and
its officers and employees specified in this title and
may from time to time authorize their performance
by any other officer or employee.

(¢) The Secretary of Commerce is authorized to
fix the per annum rate of basic compensation of each
examiner-in-chief in ¢the Patent and Trademark Office
at not in excess of the maximum scheduled rate pro-
vided for positions in grade 17 of the General Schedule
of the Classification Act of 1949, as amended.

35 [.8.C. 6. Duties of Commissioner. The Commis-
sioner, under the direction of the Secretary of Com-
merce, shall superintend or perform ail duties required
by law respecting the granting and issuing of patents
and the registration of trademarks; and he shaill have
charge of property belonging to the Patent and Trade-
mark Office. He may, subject to the approval of the
Secretary of Commerce, establish regulations, not in-
consistent with law, for the conduct of proceedings in
the Patent and Trademark Office.

1001.01 Modes of Exercising Author-

ity [R43]

The Commissionier’s authority to review and
supervise the work of the Office is exercised by
the promulgation of the Rules of Practice; is-
suance of m‘de"s, notices and memoranda stat-
ing Office policies and modes for effectuating
these policies; decisions on petitions by appli-
cants, and by the designation of particular
cases which must be submitted to the Commis-
sioner or other officials authorized by the Com-
missioner. The present chapter deals with the
latter two items.

Rule 181, paragraph (g), states “The Com-
missioner may delegate to appropriate Patent
and Trademark Office officials the determination
of petitions under this rule, with the exception
of petitions under rule 183.”
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